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VITO is the co-coordinator of HBM4EU.
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The European Environment Agency is managing the Knowledge Hub. For questions regarding
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HBM4EU contact point for stakeholders:
The Austrian Environment Agency is responsible for maintaining the dialogue
with stakeholders under HBM4EU.
For all enquiries, please contact: stake-hbm4eu@umweltbundesamt.at
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Aim of this brochure
This brochure provides an overview of the HBM4EU initiative for stakeholders interested in
participating in the project and providing input. It highlights the critical role of stakeholders in
ensuring the success of the project and identifies the channels for input and the processes to which
stakeholders can contribute.

Channels for stakeholder engagement
Effective engagement with stakeholders is crucial for the success and sustainability of the HBM4EU
project.
Stakeholders are involved in prioritising chemicals to be the subject of monitoring and research
under HBM4EU, as well as in the interpretation and evaluation of results.
By engaging with stakeholders as multipliers in the dissemination of results, HBM4EU can contribute
to increasing transparency about exposure to chemicals via consumer products and at the work
place, as well as fostering the broader exchange of information in international networks.

The HBM4EU contact point for Stakeholders, the Austrian Environment Agency, aims to facilitate an
ongoing dialogue with stakeholders to ensure that a broad range of views are represented in the
project.
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Stakeholder Forum
The Stakeholder Forum (SF) is the formal channel for stakeholder input to the HBM4EU project. The
members of the Stakeholder Forum were selected by the HBM4EU Management Board and the EU
Policy Board and include the following:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

ChemTrust
Downstream Users of Chemical Co-ordination Group (DUCC)
Eurometaux
European Association of Craft, Small and Medium-Sized Enterprises (UAPME)
European Chemical Industry Council (CEFIC)
European Consumer Organisation (BEUC)
European Environment Bureau (EEB)
European Federation of Allergy and Airways Diseases Patients’ Associations (EFA)
European Trade Union Confederation (ETUC)
Health and Environment Alliance (HEAL)
Women in Europe for a Common Future (WECF)

The Stakeholder Forum meets once annually at a minimum, back to back with the Governing Board.
Members of the Stakeholder Forum are invited to provide strategic input to key HBM4EU processes.
The HBM4EU partners engage actively with the Stakeholder Forum, through workshops and written
requests for input. HBM4EU partners are also available for meetings with key stakeholders,
organised via the Stakeholder Forum, to address ongoing questions and concerns and provide
feedback.

Stakeholder Input via the National Hub Contact Points
Stakeholders at national level also have an opportunity to provide input via the National Hubs. The
National Hubs coordinate human biomonitoring activities at the national level and feed national
priorities into HBM4EU.
The organisation of stakeholder involvement at national level are the responsibility of the National
Hubs. Contact details for the National Hubs in all partner countries are available on the HBM4EU
website.
The HBM4EU website provides the main tool for the dissemination of project results, targeting a
broad range of end users and audiences. As well as serving the consortium partners, stakeholders
and policy makers, the website has the potential to reach citizens, influencers and the media.
The site serves as a platform for the dissemination of research outputs, technical guidance and
method, as well as hosting the online library. Contact points are provided to process and channel
enquiries to relevant partners in the consortium. Additional elements include a calendar of events
and links to relevant projects. Continuous updates will ensure the website is dynamic and effective
as an information hub for the initiative.
Webpages on each of the priority substance groups that are the focus of HBM4EU activities are
regularly updated and feature information regarding the current legislative status of the substances.
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Stakeholder engagement in 2017
In 2017, HBM4EU partners organised two stakeholder events, namely the meeting of the
Stakeholder Forum in September, and a Stakeholder Workshop in November.
In June 2017, members of the Stakeholder Forum provided feedback on the proposed strategy and
criteria to be used for the prioritisation of substances for monitoring and research under HBM4EU.
The strategy was then revised accordingly and finalised.
From July to August 2017, the members of the Stakeholder Forum were invited to nominate
substances or substance groups for future research under HBM4EU. The results were fed into the
prioritization strategy which will be described in the following sections.

The 1st meeting of the Stakeholder Forum
The 1st meeting of the Stakeholder Forum took place in Berlin on 5 September 2017. During this
meeting the Stakeholder Forum was officially established, and common rules of procedure were
defined. Following an outline of the project’s objectives, the roles of the stakeholders were defined,
and a chair and vice-chair elected. To wrap up the meeting, expectations and future needs of the
members of the Stakeholder Forum were captured.
Stakeholder expectations for project outcomes include:










Interaction with stakeholders should be achieved through involvement on methodological
aspects, regular communication and dialogue and early communication of results.
The prioritisation process should be transparent and fully documented.
Monitoring activities should focus on vulnerable groups.
The science-policy process should be well-coordinated and transparent.
Effective dissemination of project results and communication campaigns on chemical safety.
The production of reliable, high quality and comparable European data for selected
chemicals. Data management should be FAIR, with data being expected to be findable,
accessible, interoperable and re-usable.
All project deliverables should be available on the project website.
Project results should also support global action, such as restrictions on chemical use under
international conventions and treaties.

As an overall impact of the project, stakeholders hope for a more effective and efficient
implementation of chemicals legislation in the European Union.

Stakeholder Workshop
On 20 November 2017, a stakeholder workshop was held in Brussels to discuss priorities for future
research under HBM4EU and to capture stakeholder input on substances nominated for monitoring
and research under the project. Participants consisted of a broad range of stakeholders, members
of the EU-Policy Board and other project partners.
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The workshop kicked off with an overview of the prioritization strategy. Participants agreed to
focus discussions on 10 substances.










pesticides authorised in the EU
glyphosate [N-(phosphonomethyl)glycine]
siloxanes
mercury and mercury compounds
arsenic acid and its inorganic metabolites
nanomaterials
lead and its compounds
UV absorbers and filters
diisocyanates

These 10 substance groups were discussed in terms of relevant concerns from a stakeholder
perspective and how HBM4EU could address these, knowledge gaps, expected output/results from
HBM4EU and the potential use of results by stakeholders.
Key messages emerging from the stakeholder workshop:








Research on prioritized substances under HBM4EU should fill the knowledge gaps identified
by stakeholders and policy makers.
Multiple exposure pathways and vulnerable population groups such as workers and children
are of utmost concern.
Addressing occupational exposure and comparing exposure levels with reference values for
the general population should serve to improve worker protection.
HBM4EU should develop, harmonize or confirm methods depending on the specific
substances and substance groups.
HBM4EU should improve data quality, guarantee harmonization and create reliable results.
HBM4EU results should feed into the different pieces of legislation and lead to alignment of
legislation, where needed.
Providing consumer advice and information for citizens are key requirements of HBM4EU.
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Stakeholder engagement in 2018
The following table shows an overview of activities in 2018 that involve stakeholder engagement.
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Prioritising substances for monitoring and research
The process for the prioritisation of substances to be the subject of monitoring and research under
HBM4EU ran from July 2017 to July 2018. In August 2018, the HBM4EU Governing Board approved
the 2nd list of HBM4EU priority substances. In addition, Chemical Substance Group Leaders were
identified for each group substances, tasked with developing scoping documents on current policy
questions and proposals for relevant monitoring and research activities.
The National Hubs, the Stakeholder Forum and the EU Policy Board all provided input to the
prioritisation process, by nominating substances and providing evidence to support their
nominations.
An overview of the prioritisation process may be found in Figure 1. The process is fully documented
on the HBM4EU website under HBM4EU Priority Substances – Prioritisation Strategy, including a
detailed explanation of the steps in the process.
The 2nd list of priority substances and the respective Chemical Substance Group Leaders are listed in
Table 1. The Chemical Substance Group Leaders are now working with the HBM4EU Management
Board to develop targeted and realistic research proposals for these substances.
Regarding the substance group on pesticides, HBM4EU partners and the Chemical Substance Group
Leader are working collaboratively with the EU Policy Board to develop research priorities. In terms
of substances, the pesticides group is expected to include chlorpyrifos, dimethoate, pyrethroids, the
permethrin group, glyphosate and POE-tallowamine, and fipronil.
In 2019, the HBM4EU partners will request feedback from all actors involved in order to support a
review of the prioritisation process with a view to its improvement.
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Figure 1: Overview of the prioritisation process
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Table 1: Chemical Group Leaders for the 2nd list of HBM4EU priority substances

Substance

Country

Affiliation and name

Arsenic

Poland

Wojciech Wasowicz
Department of Environmental and Biological Monitoring
Nofer Institute of Occupational Medicine

Acrylamide

Sweden

Federica Laguzzi
Institute of Environmental Medicine, Karolinska Institute

Aprotic solvents

Latvia

Normunds Kadikis
State Education Development Agency of the Republic of
Latvia

Diisocyanates

Finland

Tiina Santonen
Finnish Institute of Occupational Health

Lead & its

Hungary

compound
Mercury & its

National Public Health Institute
Cyprus

Organic compounds
Mycotoxins

Peter Rudnai

Andromachi Katsonouri-Sazeides
Cyprus Ministry of Health

Portugal

Paula Alvito, Maria João Silva
National Institute of Health Dr. Ricardo Jorge, and
Susana Viegas
Lisbon School of Health Technology

Pesticides

Denmark

Helle Raun Andersen
University of Southern Denmark

UV filters Benzophenones

Israel

Tamar Berman
Israel Ministry of Health
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Online EU Citizen Survey on Human Biomonitoring and a focus group
study with members of the general public
In addition to the scientific criteria for assessing the extent of exposure and the risk of health effects
related to chemical exposures, it is also important to capture the societal and policy considerations.
The involvement of citizens is therefore an important element of the project.
To capture the perspectives of non-experts, EAA and AGES conducted a study with a focus group with
members of the general public and an online questionnaire. The aim of both inquiries was to evaluate
citizens’ views on the short list of nominated substances that will be subject to prioritisation and so
capture the priorities of the European public.
The research questions guiding the inquiries were:







Which pollutants on the short list of nominated substances are known to citizens?
Which pollutants and areas of exposure concern them, which ones do they rate as hazardous?
Which areas of their daily lives are affected?
How would they like to be informed about pollutants?
What are their expectations and concerns regarding human biomonitoring and the prevention
of pollution?
Which preferences and ideas do they have regarding tackling the problem of pollutant
exposure?

The focus of the questionnaire was on rating nominated substances regarding their familiarity and
perceived hazardousness, whereas in the focus group the aim was to discuss more freely and in depth
about concerns, views and preferable measures regarding pollution prevention and to draw in
consumers’ points of view regarding the issue. A report detailing the outcomes of these two
processes is available on the HBM4EU website.

EU case study on a multi-actor interpretation of results - from human
biomonitoring to policy action
The aim of the EU case study is to develop and implement structured and participatory processes
intended to facilitate the uptake of human biomonitoring research findings by policymakers and
stakeholders at EU level.
The starting point is that the relevance and potential use of human biomonitoring goes beyond
strengthening environmental health risk assessments and chemicals regulation alone. Human
biomonitoring is also a powerful tool for awareness raising, to support information campaigns, to
build trust and support for policy interventions, to trigger voluntary actions of stakeholders, to
identify areas of concern for more detailed research and monitoring and to inform on the need for
precautionary initiatives.
To explore these potential uses of human biomonitoring for different policy levels and sectors,
HBM4EU partners are organising a multi-actor dialogue on phthalates and bisphenols.
Scientists, policymakers and stakeholders can all contribute with relevant expertise and should work
together in this process. This work involves three phases, shown in Figure 2 below.
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Figure 2: Three phases in the EU case study

In November 2018, stakeholders are invited to participate in a workshop on the relevance of human
biomonitoring for policy-making, focusing on phthalates and bisphenols.
As part of the work on translating science to policy, an interactive dialogue will be organized with
stakeholders, experts and policymakers on how human biomonitoring results can and should be used
in policymaking. Available human biomonitoring evidence will be discussed as well as future
ambitions of HBM4EU and potential implications for policymaking.
This dialogue between HBM4EU and policy-making is relevant and timely because of:






The work in progress under HBM4EU related to phthalates and bisphenols and future
objectives of the project. The first HBM4EU results are already available, including a strategy
for the derivation of HBM guidance values and first values derived for some of the phthalates.
These can be discussed in relation to available human biomonitoring data in Europe, such as
from the DEMOCOPHES project.
The ongoing debate on the need for additional policy initiatives, in support of or in addition to
current regulation as well as the relevance of human biomonitoring in this respect. Attention
should be given to a diversity of policy instruments as well as subsidiarity and policy
integration.
The topic of phthalates and bisphenols is closely linked to broader environmental health
debates on mixtures, cumulative exposure and substitution and thus a good example to be
discussed.

Workshop participants will include interested stakeholders, members of the HBM4EU consortium,
relevant EU policy makers and agencies. The Stakeholder Forum and the EU Policy Board will be
consulted to identify organizations and/or contact people to be invited for the workshop.
A background document will summarise relevant human biomonitoring evidence related to
phthalates and bisphenols, work in progress in HBM4EU, the current policy context and societal
concerns.
The results of the workshop are expected to provide a basis for further work in HBM4EU and feed into
the broader societal and policy debates on phthalates and bisphenols at EU- and national level.
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Consultation on longer-term needs and expectations of stakeholders post
2021
HBM4EU will run for five years, from 2017 to 2021. Under the work on sustainability and capacity
building, one of the project objectives is to explore options and plan for a sustainable European
Human Biomonitoring initiative beyond 2021.
In the context of our work to establish an understanding of the longer-term needs and expectations of
stakeholders regarding a future European human biomonitoring initiative, a broad range of
stakeholders were consulted through an online survey, which was followed up by a stakeholder
workshop.
Online survey on stakeholder expectations for a future human biomonitoring initiative
HBM4EU invited stakeholders to fill in a targeted online survey to understand the longer-term needs
and expectations of stakeholders regarding a future human biomonitoring initiative. This online
survey consisted of a short set of questions aimed at understanding stakeholders’ objectives, framing
the scope of a future initiative, identifying key actors to involve and exploring possible ideas for a
structure.
The survey results were consolidated and a set of objectives for a long-term HBM4EU were presented
for discussion at the Stakeholder Workshop in June 2018.
Stakeholder Workshop
The Stakeholder Workshop was held in Brussels on June 20th 2018 to discuss the results of the online
survey and the proposed set of objectives for a future Human Biomonitoring Initiative. Participants
consisted of HBM4EU partners, representatives of industry, non-governmental organisations and
trade unions, as well as representatives of EU agencies and the European Commission.
The workshop resulted in a productive and interactive discussion on the objectives of a long-term
HBM4EU with the participating stakeholders. Stakeholders were given the opportunity to openly
debate these objectives and provide their feedback at the workshop. This valuable input will feed into
a proposal for a future initiative, to be developed under HBM4EU.
The outcome of the survey and the workshop will be captured in a report to be made available on the
HBM4EU website in October 2018.

We would like to take this opportunity to thank
the members of the Stakeholder Forum, as well as
other stakeholders that have contributed to our
project, for their valuable input.
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ANNEX
HBM4EU Management Structure
The HBM4EU Project Coordinator is the German Environment Agency and VITO the co-coordinator
of the project.
The consortium brings together leading European expertise on human biomonitoring from 24
European Union Member States, as well as Norway, Iceland, Israel and Switzerland. The European
Environment Agency also is a partner in the consortium.
The HBM4EU governance structure includes the following bodies:
Governing Board: Programme owners in the participating countries, the European Chemicals
Agency, the European Environment Agency and the European Food Safety Authority.
•

Scientific and Administrative Management: the Project Coordinator is supported by the
Secretariat, the Co-coordinator, and the Management Board.
•

National Hubs: a long-term network bringing together national HBM activities and ensuring
that they are coordinated, feed their national needs into the European process, contribute to the
objectives and learn from the work done in HBM4EU. The list of National Hubs is available on the
HBM4EU website.
•

Stakeholder Forum: representatives of stakeholders from outside the project that will
participate in the prioritization process and provide strategic input in order to enhance the
accountability and credibility of our activities.
•

Advisory Board: including international HBM experts with knowledge and experience to
contribute to the project.
•
•

Ethics Board: composed of specialists in ethics and in legal matters.
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EU Policy Board
Policy makers will be systematically involved in all stages of the project through an ongoing dialogue.
Consultation with national and regional policy makers is organised through the National Hubs.
In order to cement the bridge to policy makers at EU level, the European Commission established an
EU Policy Board. A broad range of EU services are represented on this board, including:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Directorate-General for Health and Food Safety
Directorate-General for Environment
Directorate-General for Internal Market, Industry, Entrepreneurship and SMEs
The Joint Research Centre
Directorate-General for Employment, Social Affairs and Inclusion
Directorate-General for Research and Innovation
The European Environment Agency
The European Food Safety Authority
The European Chemicals Agency

The EU Policy Board is consulted regularly on the strategic direction of the HBM4EU project, ensuring
that activities are responsive to policy needs. In addition, the members of the board provide valuable
input to key decisions taken by the Management Board.
The commitment to building a strong partnership between scientists and policy makers is a unique
dimension of HBM4EU.
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HBM4EU activities
HBM4EU activities are organised into work packages, clustered under three pillars, as shown below.
Pillar 1 on science to policy is led by VITO.
Pillar 2 on the European human biomonitoring platform is led by the Institute of Health Carlos
III (ISCIII).
• Pillar 3 on exposure and health is led by the National Institute of Health and Medical Research
(INSERM).
•
•

The three Pillar Leaders are responsible for the coordination of activities within their respective Pillars, as well
as across the Pillars. These activities are supported by work packages on the overall Programme Management
and Coordination, the Knowledge Hub and Internal Calls.
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