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Project contact & coordination
HBM4EU is coordinated by the German Environment Agency,
Section II 1.2 Toxicology, Health Related Environmental Monitoring.
Email: HBM4EU@uba.de
VITO is the co-coordinator of HBM4EU.
Email: HBM4EU@vito.be
The Austrian Environment Agency is responsible for maintaining the dialogue with stakeholders
under HBM4EU.
Email: stake-hbm4eu@umweltbundesamt.at
The European Environment Agency is managing the Knowledge Hub. For questions regarding
this publication and for media enquiries please contact the European Environment Agency at
HBM4EU@eea.europa.eu
Follow HBM4EU on Facebook and Twitter @HBM4EU.
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HBM4EU - An Introduction for Stakeholders

Aim of this brochure
This brochure provides a brief introduction to the HBM4EU project for stakeholders that are interested
in participating in the project and providing input. It highlights the critical role of stakeholders in ensuring
the success of the pr
rocesses to which stakeholders
can contribute. The management structure for the project is explained, to provide insight into the decisionmaking processes for the project.

An introduction to HBM4EU
The European Human Biomonitoring Initiative,HBM4EU
ropean
Environment Agency and the European Commission, co-funded under Horizon 2020. The main aim of the
initiative is to coordinate and advance human biomonitoring (HBM) in Europe. HBM4EU will provide better
evidence of the actual exposure of citizens to chemicals and the pos
making.
The HBM4EU initiative represents a novel collaboration between scientists and chemical risk assessors
and risk managers, including several Commission services, EU agencies and national representatives.
rom 2017 to 2021, the project will build bridges between the research and policy
y.
Engagement with stakeholders , including non-governmental organisations (NGOs) representing
environmental, health and consumer priorities, as well as trade unions and representatives of industry, is crucial
to the success and sustainability of the HBM4EU project. HBM4EU stakeholders will play a key role in:
• Understanding societal challenges and needs
• Setting research priorities that address those needs
• Ensuring that HBM4EU-related activities are legitimate and credible
• Communicating HBM4EU r
rent audiences to ensure the exploitation of results
• Implementing procedures that are transparent and accountable
• Delivering result that respond to societal needs, thereby gener
• Acting as multipliers in the dissemination and communication of HBM4EU results

The crucial role of stakeholders in HBM4EU
The HBM4EU contact point for Stakeholders, the Austrian Environment Agency , will facilitate an ongoing
dialogue with stakeholders to ensure that a broad range of views are represented in the project.
Stakeholder involvement oﬀers many possibilities to enhance HBM4EU work.
nd priorities for resear
can help to ensure that HBM4EU research addresses genuine societal concerns, and can stimulate the
development of safer substitutes. Engaging with stakeholders can serve to draw in the perspectives of
consumers and patients and ensure that relevant issues are addressed under HBM4EU.
By engaging with stakeholders as multipliers in the dissemination of results, HBM4EU can contribute to
increasing transparency about exposure to chemicals via consumer products and at the work place, as well
as fostering the broader exchange of information in international networks.
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To ensure that the outcomes of the project will have an impact on policies, stakeholders will be involved
both in issue framing and in the interpretation and evaluation of results. HBM4EU stakeholders will also
have the chance to influence the decision-making process, increasing their capacity to exploit the results of
the project.
By adopting a participatory approach to stakeholder involvement, HBM4EU partners aim to increase the
legitimacy and accountability of HBM4EU activities and results, and so enhance the credibility of policy
actions and measures based on those results.

Project objectives
People are exposed to a complex mixture of chemicals in their daily lives through the environment,
consumer products, food and drinking water and at work. HBM4EU will use HBM to assess human
exposure to chemicals in Europe, to better understand the associated health impacts and to improve
chemical risk assessment. At the level of the individual, HBM data can inform medical treatment or
guidance on the need to reduce exposure.
Despite the existence of HBM programmes at national level and the large number of research and
development projects ongoing both at national and European Union (EU) level, there is a clear lack of data
on aggregate exposure to single substances and to combinations of chemical substances.
In addition, knowledge gaps exist regarding the link between external exposure via different routes,
internal levels and human health. This knowledge is essential to inform effective policy-making to protect
the EU population from the impacts of chemical exposure on health.
Our research will explore current questions in chemical risk assessment and management and will deliver
answers that help policy makers to protect human health. Policy makers, stakeholders and scientists will
together shape the strategic direction of HBM4EU activities. This transparent and collaborative approach
will ensure that our research generates knowledge that addresses genuine societal concerns.
The effective communication and dissemination of HBM4EU results to a range of audiences will ensure that
HBM4EU will form a bridge between science and policy.
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HBM4EU Priority Substances
The priority substances to be addressed by HBM4EU from 2017 to 2018 were identified in collaboration
with the European Commission services and agencies. As a first step, substances for which knowledge
is needed to support current EU policy making were identified through close dialogue with an EU Policy
Board. Input from the national level was fed in through a Steering Committee, composed of national
representatives and established to guide the preparation of this proposal.
An initial set of criteria was then produced, including such aspects as whether a substance is of concern to
human health, whether there is evidence of human and/or environmental exposure at EU level and whether
there are open policy questions. The financial and technical feasibility of monitoring the substances was
also a criterion.
Substances proposed at both national and EU level were then systematically assessed against these
criteria, based on information provided from both EU and national levels. This first prioritisation exercise
resulted in the nine substance groupings that will be the focus of EHBMI activities in 2017 and 2018.

The list of prioritized substance groups includes:
• phthalates and Hexamoll® DINCH,
• bisphenols,
• per-/polyfluorinated compounds,
• flame retardants,
• cadmium and chromium VI,
• PAHs,
• aniline family,
• chemical mixtures, and
• emerging substances.
Two additional rounds of prioritisation will be conducted during the five years of the project, one from
2017 to 2018 and one from 2019 to 2020. The consortium will build on the experience gained with the first
prioritisation exercise, refine the approach to increase transparency and make it open to stakeholders. The
Stakeholder Forum will be invited to provide feedback on the design of the strategy for the prioritisation of
substances for monitoring and research under HBM4EU.
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HBM4EU Management Structure
The HBM4EU Project Co-coordinator is the German Environment Agency . VITO is the co-coordinator of
the project.
The consortium brings together leading European expertise on human biomonitoring from 24 European
Union Member States, as well as Norway, Iceland, Israel and Switzerland. The European Environment
Agency also is a partner in the consortium.
The HBM4EU governance structure includes the following bodies:
• Governing Board : Programme owners in the participating countries, the European Chemicals
Agency, the European Environment Agency and the European Food Safety Authority.
• Scientific and Administrative Management : the Project Coordinator is supported by the
Secretariat, the Co-coordinator, and the Management Board .
• National Hubs : a long-term network bringing together national HBM activities and ensuring that
they are coordinated, feed their national needs into the European process, contribute to the
objectives and learn from the work done in HBM4EU. The list of National Hubs is available on
the HBM4EU website.
• Stakeholder Forum : representatives of stakeholders from outside the project that will
participate in the prioritization process and provide strategic input in order to enhance the
accountability and credibility of our activities.
• Advisory Board : including international HBM experts with knowledge and experience to
contribute to the project.
• Ethics Board : composed of specialists in ethics and in legal matters.
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EU Policy Board
Policy makers will be systematically involved in all stages of the project through an ongoing dialogue.
Consultation with national and regional policy makers is organised through the National Hubs.
In order to cement the bridge to policy makers at EU level, the European Commission established an
EU Policy Board. A broad range of EU services are represented on this board, including:
• Directorate-General for Health and Food Safety
• Directorate-General for Environment
• Directorate-General for Internal Market, Industry, Entrepreneurship and SMEs
• The Joint Research Centre
• Directorate-General for Employment, Social Affairs and Inclusion
• Directorate-General for Research and Innovation
• The European Environment Agency
• The European Food Safety Authority
• The European Chemicals Agency

The EU Policy Board is consulted regularly on the strategic direction of the HBM4EU project, ensuring that
activities are responsive to policy needs. In addition, the members of the board provide valuable input to
key decisions taken by the Management Board.
The commitment to building a strong partnership between scientists and policy makers is a unique
dimension of HBM4EU.
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HBM4EU Activities
HBM4EU activities are organised into work packages, clustered under three pillars, as shown below.

• Pillar 1 on science to policy is led by VITO.
• Pillar 2 on the European human biomonitoring platform is led by the Institute of Health Carlos III (ISCIII).
• Pillar 3 on exposure and health is led by the National Institute of Health and Medical Research (INSERM).
The three Pillar Leaders are responsible for the coordination of activities within their respective Pillars,
as well as across the Pillars. These activities are supported by work packages on the overall Programme
Management and Coordination, the Knowledge Hub and Internal Calls.

6

HBM4EU - An Introduction for Stakeholders

Stakeholder engagement with HBM4EU
The first consultation of stakeholders under the HBM4EU project took place on the 9th December 2016
immediately after the project launch on 8th December, with the aim of gathering input from a range
of stakeholders on the types of concerns that might be addressed through HBM in Europe. Both the
presentations provided at the HBM4EU launch event and the summary of the stakeholder consultation are
available at the HBM4EU launch webpage.
The consultation represented the start of an ongoing collaboration between HBM4EU partners and
stakeholders.
Throughout the lifespan of the HBM4EU project, the partners would like to request stakeholder input to
the following key processes.
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Channels for stakeholder engagement
Stakeholder Forum
The Stakeholder Forum is the formal channel for stakeholder input to the HBM4EU project and
was established in May 2017. The members of the Stakeholder Forum were selected by the HBM4EU
Management Board and the EU Policy Board and include the following:
• Chem Trust
• Downstream Users of Chemical Co-ordination Group (DUCC)
• Eurometaux
• European Association of Craft, Small and Medium-Sized Enterprises (UAPME)
• European Chemical Industry Council (CEFIC)
• European Consumer Organisation (BEUC)
• European Environment Bureau (EEB)
• European Patients Forum
• European Trade Union Confederation (ETUC)
• Health and Environment Alliance (HEAL)
• Women in Europe for a Common Future (WECF)
The Stakeholder Forum will meet once annually at a minimum, back to back with the Governing Board, with
a first meeting foreseen for September 2017.
The Stakeholder Forum will be invited to provide strategic input to key HBM4EU processes. The HBM4EU
partners will engage actively with the Stakeholder Forum, through workshops and written requests
for input. HBM4EU partners also be available for meetings with key stakeholders, organised via the
Stakeholder Forum, to address ongoing questions and concerns and provide feedback.

Stakeholder Input via the National Hub Contact Points
Stakeholders at national level will also have an opportunity to provide input via the National Hubs.
The National Hubs will coordinate human biomonitoring activities at the national level and will feed
national priorities into HBM4EU. The organisation of stakeholder involvement at national level will be
the responsibility of the National Hubs. Contact details for the National Hubs in all partner countries are
available on the HBM4EU website.
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Website – Online Surveys
The HBM4EU Website provides the main tool for the dissemination of project results, targeting a broad
range of end users and audiences. As well as serving the consortium partners, stakeholders and policy
makers, the website has the potential to reach citizens, influencers and the media.
The site serves as a platform for the dissemination of research outputs, technical guidance and method, as well
as hosting the online library. Contact points are provided to process and channel enquiries to relevant partners
in the consortium. Additional elements include a calendar of events and links to relevant projects. Continuous
updates will ensure the website is dynamic and effective as an information hub for the initiative.
The website will feature individual pages for each of the priority substance groups that are the focus of
HBM4EU activities. These webpages will be regularly updated and will feature information regarding the
current legislative status of the substances, as well as on any ongoing processes.

Opportunities for engagement in 2017
The following table shows an overview of the concrete engagements in 2017.
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Consultation on the prioritisation strategy - June 2017
To identify chemicals for analysis and research activities, a systematic, transparent and participatory
Strategy for the prioritisation of chemicals for monitoring and research is under development. The
Stakeholder Forum is requested to provide feedback on the proposed design of the strategy.
Input is also requested from the EU Policy Board and the National Hubs. Feedback will be collated and
the Strategy will be revised accordingly, before being put before the Governing Board for approval in
September 2017.

Once a Strategy is agreed, prioritisation will be performed twice throughout the programme, from 2017
to 2018 and again from 2019 to 2020. The process will involve the active participation of the Stakeholder
Forum, the EU Policy Board and the National Hubs. The process will be documented and online access to
documentation will be provided to ensure transparency.

Mapping knowledge needs - June to August 2017
One of the objectives of the HBM4EU is to map the information needs of policy makers and stakeholders
with regards to human exposure to chemicals and resulting health impacts. Mapping the knowledge needs
provides the information basis for the prioritisation process.
The members of the Stakeholder Forum will be asked to nominate substances of concern that could be
addressed through future HBM4EU activities via an online survey. The description of knowledge needs
might also include specific proposals to investigate the exposure of vulnerable groups, such as children,
workers, pregnant women or the elderly.
The substances nominated by the Stakeholder Forum will be fed into the prioritisation strategy, together
with substances nominated by the EU Policy Board and the National Hubs.
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1st meeting of the Stakeholder Forum - 5 September 2017
The first meeting of the Stakeholder Forum will take place in Berlin on 5 September. During this first meeting
the Stakeholder Forum will be established officially. Common rules of procedures will be defined and laid down
After an introduction to the initiative, the HBM4EU requests for consultation will be presented to the
Stakeholder Forum, with time for questions and discussions. Representatives of the management board will be
introduced, with the possibility for interaction. The meeting will also provide an opportunity to collect the views
and expectations of the stakeholder representatives regarding ongoing participation in the HBM4EU project.

Consultation on the first list of impact indicators - September to
October 2017
As one of the first steps in the initiative, HBM4EU partners are developing indicators against which to measure
the success of the project in delivering on key objectives. These indicators will measure the performance of
HBM4EU research activities, as well as the actual impact of the project on science, policy and society.
Additional elements to monitor include the coordination of HBM related activities at national level in the partner
countries and the increased engagement of less experienced countries, providing an assessment of progress
towards an EU-wide HBM platform.
The HBM4EU partners will invite members of the Stakeholder Forum to provide feedback on the proposed
indicators in September/October 2017.

Stakeholder Workshop – November 2017
HBM4EU partners will organise a stakeholder workshop to discuss priorities for future research and explore the
evidence gaps identified in the mapping of knowledge needs. This workshop will be held in November 2017.
Participants will include a broader range of stakeholders than the Stakeholder Forum.
The outputs from this workshop will feed into the prioritisation of substances for monitoring and the
development of research objectives for the HBM4EU project for 2019 to 2021.

Looking forward to 2018
Consultation on a future HBM initiative post 2021
The HBM4EU programme will be exploring options for a sustainable European HBM initiative beyond 2021.
We will consult with the Stakeholder Forum in early 2018 via a written survey to gather input on priorities
for a future European programme.
The HBM4EU partners will then invite stakeholder to a workshop to provide for a transparent discussion on
the objectives of a long-term HBM4EU. This valuable input will feed into a proposal for a future initiative, to
be developed under HBM4EU.
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Project contact & coordination
HBM4EU is coordinated by the German Environment
Agency, Section II 1.2 Toxicology, Health Related
Environmental Monitoring.
Email: HBM4EU@uba.de

The European Environment Agency is managing the
Knowledge Hub. For questions regarding this publication
and for media enquiries please contact the European
Environment Agency at HBM4EU@eea.europa.eu

VITO is the co-coordinator of HBM4EU.
Email: HBM4EU@vito.be

Follow HBM4EU on Facebook and Twitter @HBM4EU.

The Austrian Environment Agency is responsible for
maintaining the dialogue with stakeholders under
HBM4EU.
Email: stake-hbm4eu@umweltbundesamt.at
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